repeat cytology. Although colposcopy is certainly more sensitive than cytology, its prompt and extensive use in assessing women with abnormal smears has been questioned because it may have negative psychological effects.2'3
Within a prospective study (European Community SOC ) that compared the diagnostic accuracy of six months' cytological surveillance to immediate colposcopic assessment in women with minor histological abnormlities, we have measured the level of psychological discomfort (anxiety) Knox states that population density has been taken into account by using church distance to standardise rail distance. However, this adjustment is unlikely to completely account for population density due to the "significant correlation between distance to the nearest church and distance to the nearest railway". When two variables are highly correlated, it is not possible to adjust for the effects of one variable on another.
In fact, the stratified analysis by degree of population densities (second paragraph, page 372) suggests population density is not accounted for. In this analysis, the difference in mean rail distances between clusters and controls in the higher density areas was only 0-12 km and not statistically significant, compared with the lower density areas where the difference was "more extreme" (1 12 
